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SUBJECT: SWEDISH FIVE AXES MACHINE TOOL LICENSING CONTRACT 
WITH POLAND 

REF: STATE 038480 

1 . EMBASSY OFFICER SPOKE AT SOME LENGTH WITH ASEA ELECTRONIC 
DIVISION OFFICIAL MOST FAMILIAR WITH THE REFERENCE CONTRACT, 
BJORN WEICHBRODT. WEICHBRODT SAID THE CONTRACT WAS FOR NUCON 
MODEL 400. 

2. AFTER A REVIEW OF THE INFORMATION WHICH WAS SOUGHT IN 
REFTEL, WEICHBRODT NOTED THAT MUCH OF IT HAD SOME OR A 
GREAT DEAL OF VALUE FOR US FIRMS IN COMPETITION WITH ASEA. 

HE SHOWED HIS CONCERN THAT ANSWERS WHICH HE MIGHT GIVE WOULD 
BECOME KNOWN TO THEM. EMBASSY OFFICER TOLD HIM THAT THE IN- 
FORMATION PROVIDED WOULD REMAIN WITHIN THE OFFICES OF THE US 
AGENCIES WHICH MIGHT CONCEIVABLY BECOME INVOLVED IN SOME 
WAY. NONETHELESS, EMBASSY OFFICER ALSO TOLD WEICHBRODT HE 
WOULD SEEK A SPECIFIC REPLY ON WHAT WOULD HAPPEN TO ANY 
INFORMATION PROVIDED. 

3. WEICHBRODT REPEATED SEVERAL TIMES THAT ASEA HAS 
IMPORTANT BUSINESS RELATIONS WITH THE US AND WISHES TO 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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MAINTAIN A GOOD WORKING ATMOSPHERE. HE ALSO REFERRED 
TO A CONVERSATION "SOME MONTHS AGO" BETWEEN DOC AND 
ASEA OFFICIALS IN WASHINGTON WHICH DEALT WITH THE 
PROSPECTIVE CONTRACT WITH POLAND. AT THAT TIME 
ASEA GOT THE IMPRESSION THAT SOME OF THE COMPUTER 
ELEMENTS WOULD PROBABLY NOT RECEIVE US LICENSES WERE 
LICENSES IN FACT SOUGHT. WEICHBRODT NOTED IN THIS 
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REGARD THAT SEVERAL NATIONAL SOURCES EXIST FOR A GOOD 
DEAL OF ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT, BUT OFTEN ASEA (AND OTHER 
FIRMS) PREFER TO CONTINUE TO BUY FROM ESTABLISHED 
SOURCES RATHER THAN DEVELOP NEW ONES. IN OTHER WORDS, 
ASEA HAS ALTERNATIVES BUT WANTS TO KEEP ITS LINES OPEN 
TO US SOURCES. 

4. THAT IS WHERE THE MATTER STANDS. EMBASSY WOULD LIKE 
ADVICE ON THE DISPOSITION OF INFORMATION WHICH MIGHT BE 
PROVIDED. IF IT REASSURING, FROM ASEA'S VIEWPOINT, I.E., 
WOULD BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL, THEN CHANCES APPEAR GOOD 
THAT ASEA WILL BE WILLING GIVE US AT LEAST A GOOD MEASURE 
OF THE INFORMATION SOUGHT. 

SMITH 
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